Ruth White Collins
December 25, 1928 - July 25, 2020

Ruth White Collins, 91, died of COVID-19 on Saturday, July 25, 2020, at McLeod Regional
Medical Center in Florence, S.C. A beloved mother, grandmother and great-greatgrandmother, she was an accomplished musician who used her talents as a singer,
organist, pianist and composer for service to the church her entire life.
Ruth was born on December 25, 1928, the only child of William Irvin Eden and Louise
Evans Eden. She graduated from Florence High School (later McClenaghan) in 1946 and
attended Coker College in Hartsville, S.C., from 1946-47 as a voice major. On June 26,
1947, she married George Hughes White. Ruth and Hughes had two daughters and were
married for 48 years until his death in 1995.
Ruth served in the music ministry of Calvary Baptist Church for over 50 years, becoming
organist in 1966. In addition to playing the organ, Ruth was a member of the choir and bell
choir. She also composed anthems for various choirs and handbell pieces, a number of
which were professionally published.
Ruth taught kindergarten at Calvary Baptist Church from 1963 to 1969 and worked for a
decade at the S.C. Medical Association, headquartered in Florence. She retired from the
Pee Dee Community Action Agency after 15 years, starting as a transportation coordinator
and eventually serving as a job developer and youth counselor, coordinating school and
summer youth programs for high school seniors.
Ruth Collins was outgoing, fun-loving, competitive and always on the go. She had many
interests during her life, including bowling, reading mystery novels, knitting and crocheting.
She was a jigsaw and crossword puzzle enthusiast and enjoyed beachcombing for
seashells on Sanibel Island in Florida. She dearly loved and took wonderful care of her
many cats. After entering a nursing home in her late 80s, she continued to play the piano,
entertaining residents and friends with spring and holiday concerts with her duet partner
Nancy Granath. She was an avid bridge player, meeting every Friday afternoon with
friends to play until the pandemic prevented them from gathering. She found joy in raising

African violets and orchids and became known for her green thumb at the nursing home;
other residents and staff brought her plants to nurse back to health.
Ruth is survived by her two daughters, Judith White Cantey (widow of Max Cantey) of
Florence and Cara White Bluford (Martin Bluford) of Mt. Pleasant; five grandchildren,
Leigh Cantey Coker, Maxie Cantey, Robbie Cantey, Daniel Bluford and Mitchell Bluford,
along with four great-grandchildren and one great-great-grandchild. She is preceded in
death by her two husbands, George Hughes White (1995) and Robert Madison Collins
(2009), whom she married in 1997.
Due to the pandemic, a celebration of Ruth’s life will be planned at a later date. Memorials
in her honor may be made to the Music Ministry of Calvary Baptist Church, 915 Cherokee
Road, Florence, SC 29501.

Comments

“

I'm so sorry to hear about her passing. I got to know her well when I helped her with
daily errands or taking her to church so she could play the piano. Some days we
would just sit and talk or play cards. She loved her sweets with a cup of coffee. What
a strong amazing talented women who brought joy to so many.

Brenda Lambert - August 13 at 09:15 AM

“

“

Thank you
Judy Cantey - September 17 at 12:06 PM

In 1971,Miss Ruth played the organ for our wedding on August 07, 1971. What a
wonderful memory of her complimenting our wedding with her beautiful organ pieces.
She was one of a kind. Lived to the fullest. Will miss her.
C. O. Hewitt

C. O. Hewitt - August 09 at 08:23 AM

“

“

Thank you.
Judy Cantey - September 17 at 12:02 PM

I began working for mr and mrs Collins about 20 years ago and quickly it grew into
more. They gave me advice on questions I had about this or that And we became
very close. I absolutely loved listening to Mrs Collins play her piano, it made my day
so much better. As the years passed her and I developed a special bond which
continued for the rest
of her life. When i would go visit her t it tickled us that the nurses said we were twins.
Her and i would play scrabble and she amazed me with her knowledge of words but
then again there was nothing about her that didn't amaze me. She was my mother in
almost every way . I will miss her greatly and i know that she is sitting amongst the
angels playing beautiful music. I love you Ruth forever and a day.

Brenda Bunch - August 02 at 11:35 PM

“

Angela lit a candle in memory of Ruth White Collins

Angela - July 30 at 02:11 PM

“

To the family,
The staff of Florence County Parks & Recreation express our deepest sympathy. Ms.
Ruth played bridge in our office for many years and she will always be remembered.

Angela - July 30 at 02:10 PM

“

I attended Calvary Baptist for many years and experienced Ruth's talent. She played
at my wedding 38 years ago at Calvary. I remember telling her to play her favorite
classical Bach numbers and she delivered beautifully. A great talent has been lost
here, but I bet she is playing for the Lord in Heaven!

Ann Kirby Lee - July 29 at 10:20 AM

“

“

Should have read from: Ann Kirby Lee
Ann Kirby Lee - July 29 at 10:22 AM

"May God's promises and presence be your deepest comfort and your certain hope."
V.B. Paige, Human Resources Manager
Pee Dee Community Action Partnership

Victoria B. Paige - July 29 at 09:51 AM

“

As a fellow servant of Jesus through the ministry of music, I was privileged to know
Ruth for more than 30 years. I had the opportunity to see, probably more than
anyone else, her commitment to her craft and to also know the countless hours she
put into it. Her faith was strong, as was her desire to use her talents to bless others.
Though we had played together for many years in church, it was in her later years
that God led us to a different kind of music ministry, first at Bethea, and later at
Heritage. We talked many times of the new mission we had been given, and even
though we didn't fully understand, we knew that God had a plan that was allowing us
to continue. Last Sunday I played "We Shall Behold HIm" at church. It had been my
plan long before I found out she was sick. What a source of comfort it was when I
learned of her death that morning, to know that she was indeed in the presence of
God. I shall miss her very much, but I am very thankful to have been her friend and
to have been blessed by the music we made together!
Nancy Granath

NANCY GRANATH - July 28 at 01:09 PM

“

Gussie B. Avant
Calvary Baptist Church
Florence, S.C.

Gussie B. Avant - July 28 at 07:36 AM

“

I did not know Mrs. Ruth but from reading her obituary, I can see that she was a
deeply religious person and am sure she was a splendid, graceful lady. This
COVID19 virus does not discriminate, it attacks everyone. I lost my sister to COVID
on June 18th. She was 83, full of life with no known health issues other than her
sight. Thank you for sharing the story of Mrs. Ruth, the exceptional life she lived as
well as her fight with COVID. If only one person reads her obituary and decides to
wear a mask and social distance from others, perhaps she will have saved one life. I
extend my sincere condolences to your entire family.

James Strickland - July 27 at 11:11 PM

“

We have so many fond memories of Ruth. She has been involved in some form of
music with all her years at Calvary. A dynamic and dynamite organist and pianist, a
super soloist and choir voice, a handbell ringer, a writer and composer, a humorist in
her own way, and wonderful activities with her friends and family just seem to come
easy... To be sure, one best put her organ music just so...("Don't mess with my
music!") rings a clear message!!! I recall when my daughter and I met with her to
discuss wedding music. She played so many selections for us to hear..my daughter
just told her to keep playing because she liked anything she played with vibrance
and gusto!!! We had a mini concert. And the concerts that Ruth and Nancy
performed were outstanding!! We treasure her devotion and involvement in the
senior ministry and with the "senior" choir... She and Linda had a blast with the
"young" folks. Ruth, we cherish the moments that God made our paths into roads of
friendship and love.
Jerry and Anita Hayes

Anita Hayes - July 27 at 04:59 PM

“

My husband and I lead a Bible Study group for young people at Calvary Baptist. We
visited Miss Ruth many times, and although we always desired to encourage and
bless her, she never failed to bless us. We played games (she Always played to
win!), sang hymns, and read scripture. She was always interested in our lives, and
she told us a little about her childhood. Ruth blessed so many with her music, her
sense of humor, and her quick mind. We are thankful to have known her. We will be
praying for her family. It is hard to say good-bye, but we are so thankful that she is
experiencing health and peace in heaven. We are thankful that our lives were
touched by this phenomenal woman.

Robin Baker - July 27 at 03:19 PM

