Marvin W. Lynch Sr.
July 25, 1934 - May 29, 2020

Marvin W. Lynch, Sr., 85, of Florence, made the transition from earth to his home in
heaven on Friday, May 29, 2020.
Mr. Lynch was born in Pamplico, SC on July 25, 1934. a son of the late Evie Coleman
Lynch and Hoyt Lynch. He retired June 30, 1995, from Francis Marion University where he
held the position of Director of Admissions and Instructor in Management and Supervision.
He was the Executive Director of the Big Brother Association and a teacher and basketball
coach at Pamplico High School from 1959 to 1961, winning the State Championship in
1961. Mr. Lynch was called to serve in thirty-one interim pastorships from 1970-2013 and
he was a volunteer Chaplain at Francis Marion University until 2015.
In addition to his parents, he is preceded in death by his wife, Norma M. Lynch and his
sister, Loretta Lynch Anderson, and his brother, Paul J. Lynch.
He is survived by his son, Marvin W. “Woody” Lynch (Lisa) of Florence; grandchildren,
Elizabeth Lynch and Coleman Lynch and a number of nieces and nephews.
Due to the current COVID-19 concerns, a private family graveside service will be held at
Mount Hope Cemetery directed by Stoudenmire-Dowling Funeral Home. The service will
be live-streamed by Mount Hope Cemetery on their Facebook page.
The family is grateful for the kindness and love extended to Mr. Lynch and express their
special thanks to the staff at The Manor, to the doctors and nurses at McLeod Regional
Medical Center and to the staff of McLeod Hospice House.
In lieu of flowers, memorials may be made to Norma M. Lynch Scholarship at Francis
Marion University, Post Office Box 100547, Florence, SC 29501-0547.
Please sign the tribute wall for the family at www.stoudenmiredowling.com.

Cemetery
Mount Hope Cemetery
100 Cherokee Road
Florence, SC, 29501

Comments

“

Rev. Marvin Lynch was a great man that I was privileged to know and to work with
while he was the interim pastor at Mullins First Baptist Church a few years ago. He
and Mrs. Norma were two of the nicest people I have ever met and I grew to love
them very quickly. I have been the ministry assistant at MFBC for 36 years. The
MFBC church family has enjoyed many cases of Rev. Marvin’s BBQ sauce at no cost
to them. Rev. Marvin & Mrs. Norma started placing an Easter lily in the church in my
honor and a poinsettia at Christmas when they first went to Mullins and he continued
this until his death. And he always brought donuts for the Tuesday morning staff
meeting. He talked about you and your family and I know that he loved you all very
much and I know that you miss him and your mom everyday. He is now reaping the
rewards of the godly life he lived on earth. What a blessing he was to us all.

Bonnie Strickland - June 10, 2020 at 07:08 PM

“

Woody,
What a life well lived! I'm sad to know that Marvin has now gone home and it's so
tough to let our parents go. But I can't think of anyone who lived a more full and
exemplary life. I'm happy to have known him.
Condolences to you and everyone who loved Marvin.
Dusty Grainger

Dustin Grainger - June 04, 2020 at 05:15 PM

“

Woody, your Dad was a sweet man and I enjoyed worshiping with him and your mom
at First Baptist. Praying for your family.

Kim Heger - June 03, 2020 at 03:28 PM

“

I really appreciated the support that Marvin gave me and my ministry at
The Manor. He participated in the afternoon Sunday Worship Services, Wednesday
Bible study and the "Praise & Worship" services on Thursdays. I will miss him very
much.
Rev. G. Dane Morehead,
Chaplain

Rev. G. Dane Morehead - June 02, 2020 at 11:54 AM

“

Woody, i'm sorry for your loss. Your dad was truly a mentor and a true southern
gentleman. I'll never forget his kindness and thoughtfulness he exhibited throughout
his life. My time with him at FMC will be cherished and my time spent with him
promoting his BBQ sauce was epic. My thoughts are with you at this time. The Lord
will receive him warmly as a job well done.

Bob Schuster - June 01, 2020 at 10:23 PM

“

Woody and Family, Farris and I are so sorry to hear about Rev. Marvin. You are in
our thoughts and prayers.

Jane Pigg - June 01, 2020 at 01:01 PM

“

It is an honor to have known him. When I returned to FMU and reintroduced myself,
he immediately remembered me. "One of my favorite FMC tour leaders!" he said. I
visited with him every time I saw him on campus. Our last visit he was proudly telling
me about one of Woody's children coming to take classes at FMU.
Woody and family, please accept my deepest condolences. Sending you heart
energy as you go through this difficult time. He will be missed by all who knew him.
Kathy Griffin McCoy '84

Kathy Griffin McCoy - June 01, 2020 at 11:32 AM

“

Marvin Lynch was a Southern gentleman. He will be remembered as a truly
wonderful man. His sweet nature and compassion were the qualities I admired most.
When I went to work at the then FMC, his kind words and smile gave me confidence
in my choice of employment. A much later reconnection with wife Norma was a
special time.
May Marvin and Norma continue on together in the Kingdom of Heaven.

Jonnie - June 01, 2020 at 07:36 AM

“

What a great man and a friend and adviser. He was indeed a wonderful asset to
FMU (FMC), and our community. Unassuming , yet so knowledgable about the sage
counsel he gave of to students and others.
Enjoy your reward of life eternal in Heaven as you so richly deserve from your life on
earth which so many are grateful. What an example of how one should live their life.
Fripp Ducker, FMC ‘75; FMU ‘85.

D. Fripp Ducker - June 01, 2020 at 04:36 AM

“

Mr.Lynch was a hero and role model for me. Many years ago, he was central to my
going to USCF, now FMU. His concern, encouragement, and constant attention to
"poor farmboys" helped (I'm sure) many students to achieve their goals. He was such
a wonderful man of God and I shall always cherish his memory and his smile. I was
blessed and fortunate to know him.My sincere condolences to his family.

larry monahan - May 31, 2020 at 10:29 PM

“

Marvin was a true mentor and professional for a young admissions
counselor/registrar. He was held in high esteem in our professional organizationCACRAO. What a kind and humble man. He will be missed. Prayers for his family.
Jimmie Williamson

James C. Williamson Ph. D. - May 31, 2020 at 09:07 PM

“

Marvin was so generous with his time, talents, and so tenacious in his study of the
Bible. We met Norma and him through Don and Bobbie... So enjoyed his messages
and fellowship through many years. A loving family. Jerry and Anita Hayes

Anita Hayes - May 31, 2020 at 08:39 PM

“

Mr. Marvin was such a gentleman and a good friend. He came to my Sunday School
class at the Manor when he was not able to go to his church anymore. I loved him
very much. I would see him walking when I would walk in the afternoons at the
Manor. Our loss certainly is Heaven’s gain. When I am able to get back to Sunday
School at the Manor I will miss Mr. Marvin. He loved his Lord and Savior. Now he has
his reward. Love and prayers to all of his family.

Connie Parker - May 31, 2020 at 08:11 PM

“

Woody, my deepest sympathy to you and your family. Your father and I spent many
wonderful days and even years together at FM(C)U. One memory I cherished was
the times he spent barbequeing a hog for an on campus event. He really enjoyed
that activity and we enjoyed eating the feast.
God bless you and your family

Joseph E. Heyward - May 31, 2020 at 06:59 PM

“

My thoughts, prayers and heartfelt sympathy
are with Marvin’s family.
Always remember “Love is eternal.”
Dianne Chinnes

Dianne Chinnes - May 31, 2020 at 10:45 AM

“

While we join his family in grieving his loss, how blessed we have been and how
enriched are our lives for having known him. The world is much the lesser now
without him but so much the better because of him.
Billy and Cathy Phillips

Catherine Phillips - May 30, 2020 at 06:21 PM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Marvin W. Lynch Sr..

May 30, 2020 at 04:35 PM

“

My deepest sympathy to Woody and family. I worked in the Admissions office under
Mr. Lynch’s leadership as director. I will never forget his warm smile and excellent
barbecue. My prayers are with you all.
Linda M. Sullen

Linda M. Sullen - May 30, 2020 at 04:29 PM

“

My deepest sympathy to Woody and family. Mr. Lynch served as my pastor at Black
Creek Baptist Church in Darlington, SC on two different interims. He and Mrs. Lynch
were such a wonderful inspiration to me. I grew to love them both as a fellow
Christian and friend. It was during this time as my pastor that I chose to attend
Francis Marion College. He always greeted you with a warm smile. May God bless
your family as you cherish the memories and celebrate him home to be with Jesus ,
his Lord and Savior. In His Service, Otis Lawhon.

Otis Lawhon - May 30, 2020 at 02:54 PM

“

I was given the first ever Marvin Lynch Humanitarian Award. That award represented
who it was named after.

Ange Bessenger - May 30, 2020 at 02:34 PM

“

Woody, Uncle Marvin’s life exemplified what the Christian should strive to be. He had
the perfect balance of wisdom and love. I wish I’d spent more time with him. I will be
sincerely praying for you, knowing that although he is now in heaven, not having him
to lean on will be a great loss.
Tripp and Linda Anderson

Tripp Anderson - May 30, 2020 at 01:20 PM

“

Gussie B. Avant
Calvary Baptist Church
Florence, S.C. 29501

Gussie B.Avant - May 30, 2020 at 10:00 AM

“

Dearest Woody and family,
How blessed we were by your dad and mother
🦋
We are sad to hear of the passing of
Brother Marvin. He and your mother were
two of the kindest ministers we have ever know. We were often in their home and
always went away with some more of his ribs : he constantly prayed over us. Mercy
Woody. His gracious humble spirit ... mercy. just one of the many blessings he
literally poured into our lives. Your parents loved you LOVED LOVED LOVED YOU
SIR!! They were so proud of you Woody. Please know we’re praying over you all
during this season of grief.

Rex & Becky Hunter - May 30, 2020 at 07:47 AM

“

Woody and I have been the best of friends since Moore Jr High and we txt often and
speak from time to time... more often during Clemson football games where I am the
positive one!! Mr & Mrs Lynch were much like my parents, very devout Christians
involved in their church families and parents to an only child. Yes, Woody and I, are
both only’s. Woody was at my house or I was at his all the time and I have many fond
memories of his Mom and Dad....they were so much like mine..I still remember their
home number 669-7725....no area code required.
To the Lynch family and all of the Pee Dee area...a wonderful man has left our world
to the loving arms of his Lord and Savior. The number of lives Mr Lynch touched will
never be fully known.....but the number is large.
Well done faithful servant!!! May we all strive to be the human Mr Lynch was.
Roger Crawford
West Florence High School Class of ‘79

Roger Crawford - May 29, 2020 at 07:05 PM

“
“

My thoughts and prayers are with you during this time of sorrow.
Lesa Hopkins - May 29, 2020 at 07:20 PM

Heartfelt sympathy to all the family and many friends. He served the Lord daily. We will truly
miss him especially at church and his humor at our church dinners.
Prayers for all.
Judith Timmons Gore - May 29, 2020 at 07:42 PM

“

Woody and Family, lifting you up in prayer. Hold onto the fun, smiles and surprises over
your many blessed years together.
Sharon Brooks - May 29, 2020 at 08:08 PM

“

Woody, I am so sorry about your loss. May you memories and your faith comfort you now
and always.
Beth Oulla Carrowan - May 29, 2020 at 08:18 PM

“

Woody, we were so sorry to hear of the loss of your dad. He touched so many lives with
warmth, encouragement and love. Please know that we are holding you and your family in
our hearts and in our prayers. Jamie and Susie Hyman
Jamie and Susie Hyman - May 30, 2020 at 08:52 AM

“

Marvin Lynch and his family are one of my greatest memories of my wonderful years in
Florence and Francis Marion University. Mr. Lynch was a mentor and dear friend to me . He
hosted our Women’s Basketball Team every year for a tremendous BBQ dinner. He was a
dear man who had a tremendous influence on me in my early years of Coaching. And what
a wonderful Family. Woody was an assistant Coach for me and I learned right then that the
apple did not fall far from the tree. Loved your Mom and Dad Woody. Thanks for sharing
them with me. You and your family are in my prayers.
sylvia Hatchell - May 30, 2020 at 03:31 PM

“

To Woody and Family,
My deepest sympathy at the loss of your Dear Father.
Sincerely, Anita Throwe
Anita Throwe - June 01, 2020 at 12:21 PM

