Vladislav V. Balakhnin
December 23, 1967 - March 8, 2019

Vladislav V. Balakhnin, 51, of Florence, passed away on Friday, March 08, 2019.
Mr. Balakhnin was born in Odessa, Ukraine, a son of the late Vladimir Balakhnin and
Zhanna Soshchin Balakhnin. He was a former Nuclear Engineer with Duke Energy and a
member of the Transfiguration of Our Savior Greek Orthodox Church.
Surviving are his wife, Svitlana Lungu Balakhnin; his son, Vladimir Balakhnin, and
daughter, Ariel Balakhnin.
A Trisagion service will be held at 5:00 pm Saturday at the Transfiguration of Our Savior
Greek Orthodox Church with the family receiving friends immediately following the service.
Funeral services will be held at 2:00 pm Sunday, March 10, 2019 at the Transfiguration of
Our Savior Greek Orthodox Church. Burial will follow in Florence Memorial Gardens
directed by Stoudenmire-Dowling Funeral Home.

Comments

“

Juliana lit a candle in memory of Vladislav V. Balakhnin

Juliana - March 18 at 11:01 AM

“

Svitlana, we are praying for all of you each day, and will continue, especially in these times.
May Vlad's memory be eternal! Love & miss you. God bless you, Aerial and all Vlad's loved
ones in this time of grief and transition. ~ Juliana Ingram Thorp and husband, John. (Now in
North Carolina)
Juliana - March 18 at 11:04 AM

“

I went through several Robinson startups with Vlad. I would come down from the
corporate office in Raleigh and was "there to help". Plant folks know what this meant.
The first time I was onsite to "help" Vlad decided to quiz me to see if I knew how the
machine operated. He had several reasons: 1), I was from Raleigh, 2) I had mostly a
BWR background, 3) I had just recently become the PWR core design supervisor,
and 4) even though I was also from Wisconsin and also went to UW-Madison he
wanted to make sure I knew my stuff. The "quiz" went fine until he said, "Mr. Devoe tell me what you know about the "point of adding heat" and its significance during
startup. I thought a moment and said - "well, the point of adding heat is to make
steam to make electricity; that's why we are starting this thing up." He looked a little
puzzled, then I smiled and then he smiled. We had reached an understanding. I will
miss Vlad and his challenges of what folks from Raleigh were doing to help, as he
would say, "us here at H.B. Robinson".

Mike Devoe - March 11 at 03:11 PM

“

I knew Vlad from Robinson, even though I didn't work there. I didn't know him
personally, but at work I knew him as a good guy with a big personality. He had a lot
of passion and would fight hard when he knew that we weren't doing the right thing. I
admired him for that and for his intelligence. He will be missed.

Andy Kalchik - March 11 at 08:08 AM

“

7 files added to the album Vlad and Tracy

Sheri - March 10 at 10:44 AM

“

I’m so very sorry to hear about Vlad. I went to college with him in the Nuclear
Engineering program at Wisconsin and then worked with him at Exelon in Illinois. He
was always so full of life and cared for his friends and family. I have fond memories
of visiting his parents’ vacation trailer at the Wisconsin Dells and driving to
Washington DC with him when we were all looking for our first jobs. Or him showing
us how to do gymnastics in the park. I am very sad that he is gone.

Becky Karas - March 09 at 06:04 PM

“

Vlad was a good friend and very intelligent man. Knew him while in college at uw- Madison.
He was a free spirited person that always brought tons of energy to the table. We partied a
lot but also worked together grow as individuals. I will always be indebted to Vlad for his
leadership and willingness to share his culture with me. I hope he joins his mom and dad in
a better place and watches over his children and those he left behind!
Bruce Franzen - March 09 at 08:37 PM

“

I remember Vlad as a bright student and a gregarious and generous person. I'm very sorry
to hear of his passing. Best wishes and condolences to friends and family.
Robert J. Witt
Robert Witt - March 11 at 12:19 PM

“

Lana. I was so happy to see Vlad’s name pop up on my voicemail as I landed back in
Charlotte. That joy quickly turned to sadness when I listened to your message. Vlad
was a great friend of mine and helped me tremendously over the past 15 years. He
will truly be missed. I’m thankful for you and the children that you can continue his
legacy. My love, thoughts and most importantly my prayers go out to you and the
family.

Samuel Gomez - March 09 at 03:49 PM

“

Svetlana:
I appreciate you writing this obituary but since you only knew Vlad for 10 years, you
left out quite a bit. Let me correct this. Vlad is survived by his sister, Irina, his first
wife, Tammy, his daughters Michelle, Monique and Nicole, his beautiful grandchildren
and his niece, Elaina and nephew, Max. Vlad was an amazing athlete in gymnastics (
trained for 1980 olympics) and Soccer, and a math prodigy. Vlad had a wonderful life
until a terrible disease distorted him. He had love from his family and friends who
tried to help him and refused to enable his bad behavior and sickness. Lana, take a
look at yourself and see if you even knew him. I don’t believe you did. A good God
fearing person doesn’t leave important people out of a loved ones obituary. May God
have mercy on your soul.

irina - March 09 at 03:48 PM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Vladislav V. Balakhnin.

March 09 at 03:43 PM

“

Lana,
I am very sorry to hear of Vlad's passing. I worked with him for many years at Duke
and he was a good friend and a good engineer. Even after he left Duke he always
kept in touch with me. At all of the major holidays (Christmas, Easter, Thanksgiving,
etc) we would always have a competition to see who could wish the other a happy
holiday first. Vlad would usually win. I will miss him. You and the kids are in our
thoughts and prayers.

Scott Jackson - March 09 at 11:56 AM

“

Lana,
I am so very sorry for our loss of Vladislav. Please know that you are not alone. My
love, prayers and thoughts are with you and the children.
May his memory be eternal.

Jean Kamerance Guenin - March 09 at 08:56 AM

“

Dear Lana, my deepest sympathies to you and your children. May his memory be
eternal.

Elise Boyd - March 08 at 04:44 PM

“

I am sorry for your loss, Svitlana. Just want to let you know that we love you and are
thinking of you. May his memory be eternal.

Karan Davis - March 08 at 02:53 PM

