Steven "Steve" Constantine Keretses
August 18, 1931 - June 5, 2020

Steven Constantine “Steve” Keretses, 88, of Florence, SC died June 5, 2020 after a brief
illness.
Born August 18, 1931 in Fidakia, Evrytania Greece, he was the son of the late Gus and
Katherine Keretses. After World War II, he (along with his mother and sister) immigrated to
the United States to be reunited with his father and brother in 1946.
A lifelong servant, Steve began his career in the family restaurant, Eat More Lunch until
he was called to service in 1951. A veteran during the Korean War, he served in the Army
and was stationed in Panama. Having received training as a professional butcher and
baker, Steve returned to the restaurant business upon honorable discharge where he
managed, owned and operated Deluxe Café (Darlington, SC) and Eat More Lunch
(Florence, SC).
His strong work ethic, principles and values were evident not only in his work, but also in
his community. A founding and faithful member of the Transfiguration of Our Savior Greek
Orthodox Church, Steve served in various positions and rarely missed services. A servant
to the community, Steve was a Mason of the Amity Lodge No. 340 A.F.M. Florence, SC.
Having a true appreciation for life, Steve was an avid outdoorsman, loved hunting, fishing,
gardening, traveling, reading and collecting coins. Having possessed excellent carpentry
skills, he gifted family and friends with cradles and rocking chairs for their children.
Steve’s family is what he cherished most in life. He is survived by his wife, the love of his
life and his Valentine, Olga Poulos Keretses, with whom he just celebrated 66 years of
marriage on February 14th; his children, Irene Putnam, Deno (Renee) Keretses;
grandchildren, Stephen (Angela) Putnam, Elena (Sam) Burrus and Steven Keretses;
great-grandchild, Katherine Putnam; brother, Spero “George” Keretses.
He is preceded in death by his sister Rodanthe Keretses Hondros and Son-In-Law Ray
Putnam.
For those who would like to pay respects to Mr. Keretses, may do so between the hours of
1:00 pm and 5:00 pm Sunday, June 7, 2020 at Stoudenmire-Dowling Funeral Home.
Funeral services will be held at 1:00 pm Monday, June 8, 2020 at the Transfiguration of
Our Savior Greek Orthodox Church. Burial will follow in Mount Hope Cemetery. Covid-19
protocol of social distancing will be observed.

Donations may be made in his honor to: Transfiguration of Our Savior Greek Orthodox
Church, 2990 South Cashua Drive, Florence, SC 29501.

Events
JUN
7

Viewing

01:00PM - 05:00PM

Stoudenmire-Dowling Funeral Home
2402 South Irby Street, Florence, SC, US, 29505

JUN
8

Service

01:00PM

Transfiguration of Our Savior Greek Orthodox Church
2990 S. Cashua Drive, Florence, SC, US

Comments

“

Dear Olga, Rina, Dino, Renee, George
It was with a great sense of loss when we heard of Stephano’s death.
We wanted to let you know that you have our greatest sympathy, and our hearts are
deeply saddened.
Stephano was more than just a wonderful person; he was always so kind and
considerate to our family and especially my father with whom he had a great
relationship. We always welcomed seeing him at every opportunity.
And, we know that his passing will not only leave a void in our lives, but in the hearts
of all those who knew him.
Stephano will always remain within our hearts, and we have included Him and you in
our daily prayers. May God give you strength.
If there is anything that we can do to help you in anyway, please do not hesitate to
call us at any time. You can phone either of us at (insert area code and phone
number) even if it is only to talk.
Our sincere thoughts and prayers are with you.
Αιώνια Αφτιού η μνήμη
Crist & Maria Frangakis
Chapel Hill, NC

Crist Frangakis - June 15, 2020 at 05:36 PM

“

Marie Calcutt lit a candle in memory of Steven "Steve" Constantine Keretses

Marie Calcutt - June 10, 2020 at 09:53 PM

“

Mr. Steve was one of the nicest people I have ever met. I still have the baby doll
cradle that he made for my daughter 30 years ago. I pray your sweet memories give
you comfort and peace at this difficult time.

Annette Calcutt Conner - June 10, 2020 at 09:52 PM

“

I grew up about a block from the "Eat More" on Day Street so needless to say my
entire family ate there as often as we could whenever we had a little extra
money.....It's been over sixty years since my first visit to the "Eat More" but I can still
see Steve, George, Miss Ruby, Miss Margaret, Spero and all the other folks over the
years working behind the counters. I remember how Spero Stambolitos persuaded a
group of our friends in the neighborhood to start a soccer team and he would be our
coach.....Told Spero that we didn't have the money between all of us to even buy a
soccer ball much less the uniforms and shoes....Somehow he persuaded Steve and
George to donate the money so we could start a team.....Once we found out that it
was like American football but without the pads we really enjoyed playing although
half the time we couldn't understand what Spero was saying when he got mad and
started yelling in Greek......If you lived in Florence in the 50s and 60s and didn't know
where the Eat More was located you obviously lived a very sheltered life......If anyone
ever needed directions to a particular place or street in Florence you would start
them off at the Eat More.....Really miss the times growing up and talking to
Steve.....Steve was a man whom loved his entire family dearly, a hard worker and
devoted to his church......Will always consider Steve not only as a friend but as a role
model to many of us who lived across the tracks in East Florence......My brother
Perry is waiting for you in Heaven so the two of you can once again talk about the
great times and wonderful memories we all shared years ago....Will pray for your
family.
Flynn Anderson

Flynn Anderson - June 09, 2020 at 05:07 PM

“

I lived in Florence for over 19 years. Some of my fondest memories were eating at
the Eat More. Steve & George had a great staff and they all enjoyed taking care of
their customers. When Steve & George retired I got to meet Irene & Deno. To the
entire family I extend my deepest sympathy in their loss. Every time I went back to
Florence I would see Steve and George at the Lamplighter. They were doing what I
called Holding Court. Our Country, State & the Citizens of Florence have lost one of
the best in Steve’s passing. Our earthly loss is Heaven’s gain. I shall truly miss you
my dear friend.
John N. Hardee

John N. Hardee - June 08, 2020 at 03:01 PM

“

May his memory be eternal.
Chris Cottros

Chris Cottros - June 07, 2020 at 03:33 PM

“

Karen Perkins lit a candle in memory of Steven "Steve" Constantine Keretses

Karen Perkins - June 07, 2020 at 12:04 PM

“

May Steve Keretses' memory be eternal!
Michael Psillos - June 07, 2020 at 02:30 PM

“

My daughter Sally-Camille and i ate breakfast with Steve and the guys nearly every
day for several years. I homeschool Sally-Camille and they would all talk about their
life and experiences and she would learn so much. Steve always had a firm kindness
about him. We respected and loved him dearly. He will be sorely missed. I thank God
for the time we had with him and the generosity with which he shared his life and
experiences.

Taylor Davis - June 07, 2020 at 09:51 AM

“

Jim & Janny Hinkle lit a candle in memory of Steven "Steve" Constantine Keretses

Jim & Janny Hinkle - June 07, 2020 at 01:17 AM

“

TobieAnn Reynolds lit a candle in memory of Steven "Steve" Constantine Keretses

TobieAnn Reynolds - June 06, 2020 at 11:54 PM

“

Morrell And Marie Springs lit a candle in memory of Steven "Steve" Constantine
Keretses

Morrell and Marie Springs - June 06, 2020 at 02:30 PM

