Paul Edwin "Ed" Eleazer Jr.
May 23, 2020

Paul Edwin “Ed” Eleazer, Jr., 69, passed away on Saturday, May 23, 2020.
Ed was born in Anderson, South Carolina to Edna Lovett Eleazer and the late Paul Edwin
Eleazer, Sr. He grew up in various parts of central Florida and eventually moved to
Australia to teach high school English, retaining a special fondness for these areas
throughout his life. He was a Professor of English at Francis Marion University for 30
years and recently retired in 2018. As a member of St. Paul United Methodist Church in
Florence he taught Sunday School and Bible Studies for many years. Ed’s passion for
teaching was unmistakable, and his mission was to lead others along their own paths of
curiosity. Those who knew him best appreciated his witty remarks and Canterbury Tales
humor. He loved gardening, reading, writing fiction, Florida State football (Go Noles!), and
composing music, but most of all he loved his family deeply and unconditionally.
Surviving are his loving wife of forty-one years, Nancy Eleazer; mother, Edna Lovett
Eleazer; daughter, Courtney Eleazer and her husband Andrew Weidman; son, Bennett
Eleazer; grandchildren, Ethan and Abigail Weidman; siblings, Louie Eleazer, Victor
Eleazer, Marie Owen, Eric Eleazer; and extended family members and friends who loved
him.
In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to Harvest Hope, 2513 W Lucas St., Florence,
SC 29501. https://www.harvesthope.org/
Please share memories and pictures with the family at the obituary section of
www.stoudenmiredowling.com.
Due to COVID-19 concerns and restrictions, a memorial will be held at a later date. Please
send your name and contact information to eleazer.memorial@gmail.com to receive
updates regarding the date, time, and location of the memorial.

Comments

“

Dr. Eleazer was such an awesome professor that was always fair to his students. I
remember going through a rough patch in my college career and he called me in his
office to discuss the issues and let me re do a major assessment. He was very
passionate about literature and I carry his teachings into my own classroom. I will
always remember the way he signed his name in lower case letters. You all were
blessed to have him as a member of your family. I am praying for your family.

Amber Deas - June 16 at 12:39 PM

“

Dr.Eleazer was my favorite instructor at FMU and shaped my writing in so many
ways. In my last course with him on Chaucer, he let me know that I was ready for
grad school. This meant the world coming from him. I ended up writing a paper about
him, the same paper that got me into grad school. Even when I was in grad school, I
reached out to him to request his course textbooks and he graciously sent them over.
Thanks to him, I passed Linguistics at the grad level.
I gave him the paper that I wrote about him and I am unsure if he ever got around to
reading it, but I hope that he did so that he knew just how influential he was to my life
and my career.

Kea Haynesworth - June 02 at 09:27 AM

“

Dr. Ed and I, like John Sutton, arrived on FMC's campus (as it was then) in 1987.
John and I both came from graduate work at the University of Tennessee, so there
was a bond there. Dr. Ed and I formed a bond over our mutual interest of medieval
literature. Ed's field was Old English, Middle English, and Early Modern English
literature and language. He also taught HEL (History of the English language), one of
the most "feared" but at the time an enjoyable and helpful classes for not only majors
but for all who took it. My son transferred to FMU from USC-Columbia and was
required to take another English composition course He wound up in Dr. Ed's class.
He sang the praises of this wonderful teacher throughout the who semester and
beyond. I personally enjoyed Ed's wisdom on worldly matters and matters of the
spirit, which he pursued his entire life. RIP, old friend.
Eddy Harding, Prof. Emeritus--German/French (1987-2018)

Hartmann von Aue - May 30 at 11:22 AM

“

Heather Cain lit a candle in memory of Paul Edwin "Ed" Eleazer Jr.

Heather Cain - May 29 at 01:23 PM

“

Dr. Eleazer was one of my favorite English professors at Francis Marion University.
Although I only had one class with him, I thoroughly enjoyed his Medieval British
Literature course and all the great things I learned from him. He left an intellectual
imprint for my mind and strengthened my love for learning as well as reading. His
love for medieval manuscripts as also another reason why I decided to pursue a
Masters in Librarianship to explore rare books libraries around the world. I will never
forget the things I learned from him.
My deepest condolences to Dr. Eleazer's family through these difficult times. I hope
they will be able to find some peace of mind during these trying times. My love goes
out to you all.

Heather Cain - May 29 at 01:21 PM

“

Ed and I came to Francis Marion the same year and spent 25 years with offices two
doors apart, and never a cross word passed between us. Both of us were products of
the 1960s hippie culture turned (moderately) respectable. We also shared a love for
students, language, teaching, literature, music, and home woodworking projects. We
played music together and shared times with our families together. May love and
peace abound. We will all miss him greatly.

John Sutton - May 28 at 04:25 PM

“

I am so saddened to hear of Dr. E’s passing. He was a wonderful professor and
encouraged myself and many other students in every pursuit we had, not just
English. His class will always be my favorite, though. Thank you for the music, the
memes, for your compassion!

Regan Spring Matthews - May 27 at 09:48 PM

“

Mr. Eleazer,
You made such an impact on so many minds. I had such luck having a rock star
English teacher and debate coach who influence lives on in me. Just a few things
you taught me: sentence diagramming, Shakespeare, Beowulf, how to play the film
(and sound) backward, doing the pogo to stay warm, a little German, puns, that
teachers could be disc jockeys, ... I am shocked to read of your passing. I hope you
knew and that your loved ones know that we loved and valued you at Whigham High
School!
Rest In Peace

Patricia Womble Beach - May 27 at 01:58 PM

“

Mr. Eleazer, You were a Wonderful teacher how I loved Oral Interpretation and Debate, I
didn’t realize how much it would really mean to me until later in my life. I want to say Thank
You for the times You came to my rescue even when I was really in mischief You never
judged and was always a teacher i could come to I Thank You for That! I realized several
times that You were being a mentor and a Friend at the same time Iam so proud to have
had You as my English teacher You were My Best Teacher! Rest In Peace Mr. Ed Teresa
Johnson Lane
Teresa Lane - May 27 at 08:50 PM

“

I only had the pleasure of taking one class with Dr. Eleazer, but it made me a fan of
his for life. He had a gentle, genial manner about him, and he made our class fun
and engaging. He always made me smile as I watched him engage with other
professors and students. Sending my deepest condolences to his family and
colleagues.

Sheila Ferrell - May 27 at 09:49 AM

“

There are people who are good at teaching, then there are people who were clearly
born to do It. Dr. Eleazer marched to his own beat, and he was a rock star in the
classroom. I was fortunate enough to be placed in his English 200 class as a
freshman, and I subsequently took every class of his that I could find in the schedule
over the next three years. I eventually added an English major to the Political
Science major I was working on because of how inspirational Dr. Eleazer and other
members of the English department were to me. The literature and writing courses I
took at FMU made me the person I am now, and I am eternally grateful to Dr. Eleazer
for such a blessing. I periodically revisit “The Miller’s Tale” for a chuckle, mainly
remembering how he’d read the funny parts aloud. Twenty years after that first class
with him, a letter he wrote me for graduation hangs in my office. The world doesn’t
deserve special people like him, but I’m glad we had to chance to know him. As I
write in his memory, I’m reminded of his, for he never forgot ol’ whatsername.

David Richardson
David Richardson - May 26 at 11:45 PM

“

Later on we did Medieval/Renaissance performances together in costume and
Boar’s head style dinners with our students. He even led 9 or10 students and several
faculty members in an after school reading and study of old English to which they
came eagerly even though it received no official credit. He was quite honestly the
best Medievalist professor I have ever seen in England or the U.S.
Also personally my husband and I enjoyed playing old English, Celtic, and early
American folk music with Ed, who played several instruments beautifully and brought
much joy into our lives.

Linda Jacobs - May 26 at 02:10 PM

“

Apparently the first half of my message got erased-I’all try to reproduce it later and add a
picture.
Linda Jacobs - May 26 at 02:14 PM

“

What a pleasure and gift it was for me to have my office just across the hall from Ed.
During my teaching days at FMU, he was a wonderful resource for questions and
opinions I often had about literature, grammar, and teaching techniques. I would
always come away from our discussions with the same conclusion, that Ed's success
as a teacher was firmly rooted in his mastery of his subject matter and his genuine
love of sharing his knowledge with his students and colleagues. About a year ago,
Ed gave me a mandocello from his collection of stringed instruments. The instrument
will be a lasting memory of our friendship and a reminder of his generosity. I will miss
Ed, but he will live on through those he taught so very well. Ted Whisnant

Ted Whisnant - May 26 at 05:43 AM

“

I had Dr. Eleazer for several classes while I was at FMU. I can honestly say he was
my favorite teacher and I learned a lot from him.
You could tell the love he had for his family just by the things he would say about
them. He had a great admiration for his wife, Nancy.
Dr. Eleazer was a great teacher and you could tell he loved what he did. I remember
once he was reading The Letter From Birmingham Jail by Martin Luther King Jr.to the
class and the tears began to roll down his face. That left such a great impression on
me. And I have thought of him fondly over the years.
I am so sorry to read about his passing. Thoughts and prayers to his family. I'm sure
he will be extremely missed.

Barbara Welch Mims - May 25 at 10:18 PM

“

Dr. Eleazer was the father I never had. He is the reason I am an English professor.
He is the second person I contacted when I defended my dissertation, and I
contacted him on every Father's Day. My sadness at his passing is surpassed by the
joy and inspiration he provided for my life. Rest in peace, my friend. The world is a
better place for your being in it.

David Floyd - May 25 at 09:38 PM

“

This poem has always reminded me of the talks Ed and I had. He will be deeply
missed.
Ask Me
Some time when the river is ice ask me
mistakes I have made. Ask me whether
what I have done is my life. Others
have come in their slow way into
my thought, and some have tried to help
or to hurt: ask me what difference
their strongest love or hate has made.
I will listen to what you say.
You and I can turn and look
at the silent river and wait. We know
the current is there, hidden; and there
are comings and goings from miles away
that hold the stillness exactly before us.
What the river says, that is what I say. William Stafford

Lynn Kostoff - May 25 at 07:21 PM

“

A great Educator for sure. He was always ready for when we would ask quote: :"Can,
I go to the rest room"? His answer was "I don't know Can you"? My thoughts and
prayer are with this family. He was always there to talk to you and help in anyway fir
his students and CoWorkers.

Linda Hooks Hutto - May 25 at 06:30 PM

“

I was privileged to teach with Ed at our beloved Whigham High School in the 1970's.
We were the entire English department at the time. Ed had a profound effect on me
and on our students. He inspired me to be a better teacher, and he became a dear
friend. Three teacher-friends and I attended Ed and Nancy's wedding in
Pennsylvania, an experience we will never forget. I love Ed, Nancy, Courtney, and
Ben, and will hold you all in my heart as you move through this difficult time.

Suzanne Martin Moore - May 25 at 06:25 PM

“

Dr. Eleazer was the best professor I’ve ever had. A once in a lifetime educator that
you always remember. My freshman year, I went to him after an exam, saying how I
felt “like such an idiot” for missing such a vital part of the instructions. He looked at
me, chuckled and said, “You’re not an idiot. Do you know how many times I’ve made
mistakes? You can retake the exam.” Just the most understanding, kind person. His
classes helped me understand why literature was so exciting, so important. I am so
grateful to have known him. I’m sending so much love to his family and friends.

Hannah Warr - May 25 at 06:15 PM

“

Dr. Eleazer taught with such passion and raw emotion. His love and appreciation for
literature was contagious. Listening to him read in Old English would bring me to
tears. He encouraged me to think for myself and to read and research topics that I
never thought about before (Julian of Norwich). As my advisor, he gave wise advice
and unparalleled encouragement. I always admired him (and still do) for his love of
others, genuine thoughtfulness, and his gentle spirit. I will always feel privileged to
have been his student and grateful that such a beautiful person crossed my path and
provided an example of what I aspire to be. My thoughts and prayers go out to his
family who he always spoke about with pride and love.

Buffy Boatwright Berry - May 25 at 06:10 PM

“

Ed was a remarkable and inspiring professor whose enthusiasm for literature rippled
through Founders Hall and among his many students at FMU. I will remember his
great empathy, compassion, and dedication to his students—as well as the echoes of
animated literary chats coming from his office, which was next to mine. He was a
wonderful colleague. I send my deepest condolences to his family.

Jennifer Kunka - May 25 at 06:00 PM

“

You were my favorite at FMU cause you were just so different. You believed in me
from the start and I was so excited to learn you were going to be my advisor. You
taught me so much, especially how to speak up and be confident with what I have to
say. The world is little darker without you here. Thank you for all you’ve done for us
students of FMU. We’ll never forget you.

Ashley Elvington - May 25 at 05:41 PM

“

Oh this makes me so sad. The world holds less laughter, brilliance, and common
decency without Ed. My thoughts are with you and the family, Nancy.

George Singleton - May 25 at 05:19 PM

“

Eleazer was one of my favorite people. He was a wonderful professor, and person. I
loved how he could just sit and talk with a group of professors and students just to
mingle as people and discuss ideas. I am so very sorry for your loss. He was a man
so proud of his family. God bless you all.

Jessica Ellibee - May 25 at 04:54 PM

“

Dr. Eleazer was such an amazing man and professor. He was always there to listen
and laugh with us and could always be counted on to share bits of wisdom or biting
humor. He was a dear friend and an irreplaceable part of the family that was and is
Francis Marion’s English department. My heart goes out to everyone affected by this
deep loss, especially his family of whom he was so proud.

Tabitha Johnson - May 25 at 04:48 PM

“

Dr. Eleazer was an amazing professor at Francis Marion University. I had the honor
to participate in two of his English classes during my time at Francis Marion. His wit,
his intelligence, and his humor was present in every class he taught. He taught us to
think for ourselves and his encouragement helped me reinforce my walk in my faith.
Heaven gained an angel. Until we meet again Dr. Eleazer. I send my condolences,
love, and prayers to the Eleazer family.

Jonathan Laster - May 25 at 04:47 PM

“

I will always remember Ed, he was a wonderful teacher and I loved all of his stories
especially the one about the flying cockroach! My thoughts and condolences to his
family and friends.

Shannon Burroughs - May 25 at 04:44 PM

“

He was my professor and a good one. You are in my thoughts and prayers
Rodney Hershell Owens class of 2008

Rodney Owens - May 25 at 04:22 PM

“

Ed was a great teacher at Whigham High School . I am fortunate that our paths
crossed. RIP my friend!

David Mosely - May 25 at 04:08 PM

“

Ed got to work early (not quite as early as me - 5:30 a.m.), but still early. But I knew
as I would walk by his office to make copies, I could look in and see him sitting on the
floor, cross-legged, while he meditated. The first few times, I would say "Hi, Ed!" and
I wouldn't get a response. Finally, I realized he was too deep in his meditations.
Later, it comforted me to walk by and see him calmly sitting there, and know that I
wasn't alone in the building. I will miss his peacefulness and his jokes. Rest in
Peace, Ed. -Kristin

Kristin Kiely - May 25 at 02:28 PM

“

Ed was a great colleague and friend. When we both worked at Francis Marion, I
loved to stop across the hall to talk to him -- he was one of those colleagues who
truly made me feel welcome. He had such a love for other people and for life.

Laura Morris - May 25 at 12:40 PM

“

Ed was a wonderful teacher, who shared his love of literature and language with
passion. To his students he was always gentle, supportive, and encouraging, always
willing to help them discover their own voices and abilities. With patience and
wisdom, he taught generations of young people to write with more force and read
with more understanding. When he became frustrated with the quality and cost of
textbooks, he wrote his own, not for profit or recognition, but simply to help his
students learn. Those books continue to shape our courses. I will miss Ed’s
generosity, kindness, and insight. In ways that were quiet and unassuming, he made
all of us better teachers.

Christopher Johnson - May 25 at 12:16 PM

“

Ed was one of the finest human beings it was ever my privilege to spend time with.
Gentle, brilliant, and compassionate, he always made time for a kind word, and I will
always treasure his mischievous grin. He was a rare soul who never lost the idealism
of his youth. Instead, it matured into a boundless well of kindness and regard for
others. The universe has lost once of its best.

Rick Almeida - May 25 at 12:05 PM

“

Ed was a gentle man and a scholar — “gladly would he learn and gladly teach.” He
lived language and Beowulf and Mystery Science Theater 3000. When we passed in
the hallway he would salute and intone “Salami, salami, baloney.” He was a true
original, and we will miss him sorely.

Pamela Rooks - May 25 at 11:56 AM

“

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of Paul Edwin "Ed"
Eleazer Jr..

May 25 at 11:41 AM

“

Ed was my mentor and friend. He was the reason I chose medieval literature as my
focus in graduate school. His dedication to learning, sprightly teaching persona, and
passion for his students became my goal post as a professional academic. I am
utterly shattered by this loss, but I will continue to carry all of the things he taught me
into the future.

Christie-Anne Leopold - May 25 at 11:28 AM

“

Ed was one of my most inspiring professors. He was kind, humorous, and passionate
about his trade, his faith, his family, and his life. Pretty difficult not to be in a good
mood around Ed! I always enjoyed our visits-- he will be forever admired and missed.
Blessings.

Mindy Lyday - May 25 at 11:16 AM

“

I knew Ed as both a professor and a colleague. As a student at FMU, I took a few
classes with Ed; the most memorial was Australian literature because he told us so
many stories about living there and we read books that are still some of my favorites
to this day (I will never look at True History of the Kelly Gang without thinking fondly
of Ed and that Aussie lit class from 20 years ago). When I returned to FMU after grad
school as an instructor, Ed welcomed me as a colleague without treating me like a
his former student (this was a mere 3 years after graduating from FMU). He was
always so friendly, enthusiastic, and supportive (as both a professor and colleague).
He truly was one of the kindest people I have ever known and he will be greatly
missed by all who knew him.

Colleen Thorndike - May 25 at 11:13 AM

“

Ed was always an energetic and chipper soul. He would frequently bow when we
passed in the hall at work, and he would always offer a witty greeting. I’ll never forget
how eagerly he adopted little Lacy the cat, whom I had caught on campus and taken
to the vet, and he would often stop me to tell me she was the best kitty he’d ever
had. I always appreciated that he shared my view that all creatures have souls and
are capable of love. He embodied that generosity of spirit, and he will be missed.

Jo Angela Edwins - May 25 at 10:46 AM

“

It was always a pleasure to see Ed bounding down the hall toward me and
anticipating some banter or retort. He was ever kind and ever helpful and contributed
much to the good chemistry our department enjoys. I began missing him the day he
retired, and will be pleased to remember him as my friend and colleague.

Jon Tuttle - May 25 at 10:27 AM

“

Ed welcomed me into the department way back in 2008. He also generously shared
some of his classes with me once I became tenure-track, which he didn't have to do
but I appreciated. He was extremely knowledgeable and supportive of his junior
colleagues. He will be missed.--Meredith Reynolds

Meredith Reynolds - May 25 at 10:21 AM

“

We would love to have you contribute any memories and/or photos of Ed for his
future memorial. Thank you for your love and support during this difficult time.
-The Eleazer Family

Courtney Eleazer - May 24 at 07:04 PM

