Gwendolyn Westberry Collins
June 10, 1934 - May 17, 2020

Gwendolyn Westberry Collins, 85, passed away peacefully on Sunday, May 17, 2020, at
Bethea Retirement Community. A resident of Florence, South Carolina, for over fifty years,
Gwen was born on June 10, 1934, in Jesup, Georgia, to the late Hilda Durden and W.
Bryant Westberry.
Gwen was a bank teller, a preschool teacher, and a realtor in Florence for over thirty
years. During her successful career as a realtor, Gwen was a broker with Griggs-Floyd &
Grantham. She was active with the Florence Board of Realtors, having served a term as
its director. She also served a term as a director on the South Carolina Board of Realtors.
In 1996, Gwen was named Realtor of the Year by the Florence Board of Realtors. She
was an active member of Calvary Baptist Church in Florence, where she taught Sunday
School, was a member of the WMU, and served on the hospitality committee, always
taking her much-loved macaroni and cheese to every event.
In addition to her parents, Gwen was preceded in death by three brothers, Bryant L.
Westberry, Wendell G. Westberry, and W. Donald Westberry, and a sister, Brenda
Westberry Phillips.
Survivors include her loving husband of sixty-three years, Ben E. Collins and son, Gregory
B. Collins, both of Florence, SC; her daughter, Cynthia Collins Sherer and her husband,
Chip; granddaughter, Emma Sherer; and grandson, Joseph Sherer, all of Flat Rock, NC;
and siblings, Grace Smith of St. Marys, GA; Wyman Westberry of St. Marys, GA;
Elizabeth Meehan (Terry) of San Jose, CA; Hilda Faye Westberry (Sam Rooks) of
Jacksonville, FL; and Beverly Leaphart of Jesup and Shellman Bluff, GA, as well as
numerous nieces, nephews, cousins and a host of extended family members.
A drive-thru visitation will be held on Thursday, May 21, 2020, from 4:00 p.m. until 6:00
p.m. at Stoudenmire-Dowling Funeral Home, 2402 South Irby Street, Florence, SC. A
graveside funeral service will be held at 11:00 a.m. on Friday, May 22, 2020 at Mount
Hope Cemetery, 100 Cherokee Road, Florence, SC. Family and friends are welcome to

join us for the graveside service. Social distancing will be respected. The service will also
be live-streamed on www.calvarycares.com. Remembrances may be made to Calvary
Baptist Church, 915 Cherokee Road, Florence, SC 29501.
Please sign the tribute wall for the family at www.stoudenmiredowling.com.

Events
MAY
21

Drive Thru Visitation

04:00PM - 06:00PM

Stoudenmire-Dowling Funeral Home
2402 South Irby Street, Florence, SC, US, 29505

MAY
22

Graveside Service

11:00AM

Mount Hope Cemetery
100 Cherokee Road, Florence, SC, US, 29501

Comments

“

Ben, Cynthia, and Gregory,
That was such a beautiful service, and a moving tribute to a beautiful spirit. Though I
could not be there in person, I am so thankful that your church made it possible to
view the service virtually.
God's Peace to you all, and His Eternal Peace to Gwen.
Much love,
Susan Horton Eiland

Susan Horton Eiland - May 22 at 11:46 AM

“

Condolences to the family, Ms. Gwen was a true gem a very lovely lady that helped
us so much multiple times in finding houses. Our prayer for you is comfort at this
time...

Cynthia Kirven - May 22 at 08:07 AM

“

Please accept our sincere condolences. We pray that God will wrap his arms around
the family and comfort you in your time of sorrow.
Larry Stewart and Linda Price

Linda D Price - May 21 at 03:12 PM

“

Thank you so much for thinking of us.
Cynthia Sherer - May 21 at 09:38 PM

“

Dear Mr. Collins, Greg, Cynthia,
I am so very sorry for your loss. Having known all of you since I was a young child,
Mrs. Collins was like another Mom to me. As you know, we were part of a Youth
group with many ‘Mom’ figures growing up. Bless your family during such a difficult
time. I love all of you very much.
Alice Mangum

Alice Mangum - May 21 at 10:38 AM

“

Thank you so much Alice. We were like one big family in our church. Thanks for thinking of
us.
Cynthia Sherer - May 21 at 09:40 PM

“

What a wonderful Lady. She will be greatly missed. God Bless

Carol and Butch Anderson - May 21 at 09:58 AM

“

“

Thank you!
Cynthia Sherer - May 21 at 09:40 PM

Gwen was a wonderful and sweet lady. I always enjoyed working with her as a
Realtor. She always had that smile and kind word. God bless her and her family.

Nancy McQueeney - May 20 at 05:50 PM

“

“

Thank you so much Nancy. She loved being a realtor.
Cynthia Collins Sherer - May 21 at 08:13 AM

Ben and Family,
I am so sad to hear about Gwen but I just know without a doubt she is rejoicing in
Heaven surrounded by singing Angels! I so enjoyed working with Gwen and at least I
had about 10 years with her before she retired. I am actually now in Gwen's old office
and it means a lot to me. I just wish I was half as successful as your sweet wife! I will
keep you and the family in my prayers and thoughts! May God Bless!
Fran

FRAN HAWLEY - May 20 at 04:55 PM

“

“

Thank you so much Fran. She loved being a realtor.
Cynthia Collins Sherer - May 21 at 08:11 AM

Beautiful Heart Bouquet was purchased for the family of Gwendolyn Westberry
Collins.

May 20 at 03:27 PM

“

Praying for all of you during this difficult time. Gwen & I started our real estate career
with Nancy Elis. She had such a beautiful spirit & was well respected.

Deborah Sharpe - May 20 at 09:55 AM

“

I am so saddened by the loss of such a lovely person as Gwen. I met her many years ago
through our shared profession of real estate. Gwen was always a joy to speak with and a
pleasure with whom to transact business. My sincere condolences to her husband and
family, and to her friends in the real estate community. God bless and comfort you all.
Marcia Ramsey - May 20 at 12:01 PM

“

“

Thank you so much. She loved selling real estate and the people she worked with.
Cynthia Sherer - May 21 at 09:43 PM

I have many wonderful memories of Gwen (and your family) that I will always
cherish. Ben, Gregory and Cynthia, you have always been a part of our family. My
heart hurts for you, but rejoice that Gwen is no longer sick.My prayers go out to you,
Chip, Emma, Joseph and the brother and sisters. Love to all.

Karen Moore - May 20 at 07:26 AM

“

Thanks Mrs. Karen.
Cynthia Sherer - May 21 at 09:44 PM

“

Beth Phipps lit a candle in memory of Gwendolyn Westberry Collins

Beth Phipps - May 19 at 10:40 PM

“

“

Such a sweet lady.
Beth Phipps - May 19 at 10:41 PM

Cynthia and Chip,
We were so sorry to hear of your mother's death. She was a fine lady. Henry's
mother always thought a lot of her at Calvary.
Betty Anne and Henry Smith

Betty Anne Smith - May 19 at 09:37 PM

“

“

Thank you so much.
Cynthia Sherer - May 21 at 09:45 PM

Gussie B. Avant
Calvary Baptist Church
Florence, S.C.

Gussie B. Avant - May 18 at 07:41 PM

