Edward A. Garand
March 2, 1932 - May 28, 2020

Edward Adjutor Garand, of Florence, passed away peacefully at his home, Thursday, May
28, 2020, after a short illness. He was 88. He was born in Montpelier, Vermont on March
2, 1932, the son of Henri and Irma Garand. After graduating from St. Michael’s High
School in 1949, he was a seminarian for a year and later worked briefly as a tool-and-die
apprentice before being drafted into the armed forces. He served a term of duty in Korea
during the Korean conflict, and upon returning home married the love of his life, Dorothy
(Hamlin) in June 1955; he and Dorothy immediately started a family, which grew to eight
children by 1967. He received his B.S. in Chemistry from the University of Vermont in
1958 and embarked on a successful career as an electrical engineer, working with Gulf Oil
Corporation (in Philadelphia) from 1958-1960, Tansitor Electronics (in Bennington,
Vermont) from 1960-1970, and with Nytronics Components Group (in Darlington, South
Carolina) from 1970 until his retirement in 1994.
Edward lived a truly wonderful life. He was a devoted father and husband, and his life
revolved around his family and friends. His home was always open and the center of
social life in the Garand family. He was known for his sense of humor and always greeted
people with a friendly smile. He was very active until the very end—he rode his motorcycle
until he was 80, rode his bicycle and walked twice a day until his mid-80s, and then even
as he slowed down he walked a mile (and sometimes two) each day. He was a person of
strong religious faith and a dedicated parishioner at St. Anthony’s Catholic Church for 50
years, attending Mass daily and serving as a lector. He was active in charitable work,
serving as a Hospice volunteer and regularly donating time and money to Cooks for
Christ, the Parking Lot Mission, Toys for Tots, and various programs to fund supplies for
public school children. He loved his family and friends dearly and was loved dearly and
adored by his family and friends in return.
Edward was predeceased by his parents and brother (Armand), as well as by his wife
Dorothy. He leaves behind eight children—Dr. James Garand (Dr. Pamela Monroe) of
Baton Rouge, Louisiana; Judy Dushane of Florence; Nancy Watts (Rick) of Florence;
Laurie Hyman (Dale Wiersema) of Florence; Dr. Joseph Garand (Karyn) of Easley, South

Carolina; Jane Brandis (Mark) of Florence; Jon Garand (Faye) of Florence; and Robert
Garand (Kim) of Florence—along with 18 grandchildren, 4 great grandchildren, and many
“adopted” children, including Dr. Robert Bradley of Bloomington-Normal, Illinois, as well as
Edward’s dear companion, Margaret Sprenger of Florence.
The funeral mass celebrating the life of Edward will be held at 12:00 noon on Saturday,
June 6 at St. Anthony’s Catholic Church. Because of the Covid-19 outbreak and
requirements of social distancing, no collective visitation will be held. Friends who wish to
pay respects may do so at Stoudenmire-Dowling Funeral Home during the week
preceding the funeral mass. Edward valued education and often donated to the
classrooms of educators in his family, and he would be pleased to continue support for
children in need by providing necessary school supplies. In lieu of flowers, the family asks
that memorial donations may be made to Pate Elementary School, 1010 Indian Branch
Road, Darlington, SC 29532, Subject: Ed Garand's School Supply Fund.

Events
JUN
6

Funeral Mass

12:00PM

St. Anthony Catholic Church
2536 Hoffmeyer Road, Florence, SC, US, 29501

Comments

“

Our thoughts and prayers remain with you, Margie. Although we did not know his
family before he met you we can only extend our prayers to them as well. As always,
if there is anything we can ever do,\please call - we love you, Margie!!

Bill & Donna Flynn - June 05, 2020 at 01:43 PM

“

Talking to my family about Ed, has led to a variety of thoughts, laughs, halfsentences, and good memories… As the head of an amazing family, we all look back
with love and appreciation for the big heart and personality that was so much a part
of our lives….
Even with 8 kids of their own, we always felt welcome by Ed and Dot…part of their
family. We spent so many holidays, Christmas Eves, Midnight masses and regular
Friday nights with the Garands (and Collins)– they were our family in the south.
Growing up we had so many fun times with Ed….he took us on motorcycle rides
(shhh…don’t tell ). He, along with Bob Collins and my dad contributed to serious,
tournament-worthy bumper pool and poker skills! But above all….we remember lots
of laughter… Ed’s kooky jokes and Dot’s straight face (or eye-rolling) through it all.
As the patriarch of a great, big family, it is impossible to think of Ed without thinking of
his family, a true credit to him and Dot. Growing up we had a supply of friends, babysitters, even bosses...hiring us to work at the mall. There are so many memories of
Ed, Dot and their children….going swimming in the pool out back, playing in the yard,
running across to the Collins, up and down Grove Park Dr., bike riding with Laurie,
having Janie and Joey stand in for our confirmations, singing in the St. Anthony folk
group, Dot’s never ending supply of candy…
We really can’t look back and not include Ed, Dot and all the kids….we can put
ourselves back in their house, just like it was yesterday and hear Ed’s voice and
laughter.
Ed will live forever in our hearts and in our memories.
Our deepest sympathy,
The Kisla Family

kathy burton - June 04, 2020 at 12:42 PM

“

That is so beautiful. He loved y’all so much
Margie Sprenger - June 04, 2020 at 01:32 PM

“

I had the honor of meeting Mr. Garand at Stokes Regional Eye Center and I knew the
first time I met him how special he was. His smile was contagious and he always had
a smart reply to my questions. My day was always better when I got to see him and
Margie. Margie I know you will miss him greatly, know that you and all of his family
are in my thoughts and prayers. -- Ashley

Ashley Knapp - June 03, 2020 at 02:56 PM

“

Piedmont Family Practice purchased the Sentiments of Serenity Spray for the family
of Edward A. Garand.

Piedmont Family Practice - June 03, 2020 at 02:37 PM

“

Medium Dish Garden was purchased for the family of Edward A. Garand.

June 03, 2020 at 01:50 PM

“

When I think about how to describe Ed, I'd describe him as a "whole-hearted"
person. He loved with his whole heart and had a gift for truly connecting with people.
When he asked how you were doing, you felt like he really wanted to know...it wasn't
just a formality. He expressed himself to his loved ones so beautifully, through his
actions and his words, and his warmth was palpable.
I always loved telling my friends that my mom (Margie Sprenger) had a "boyfriend"
who drove a motorcycle...haha...and that he made scrapbooks for her, full of photos
and details from all of their outings and trips during their nearly 15 years together.
Our whole family was so blessed by Ed's presence in our Mom's life and in our lives.
We will all miss Ed terribly. He always told me, "Thanks for being you." I'd never had
anyone tell me that until Ed came along. He poured his love into people and filled
them up. It was truly a gift, and so was he.
Thanks for being you, Ed. We'll love you forever.

Cathy Geiger Nelson - June 03, 2020 at 12:29 AM

“

What a beautiful tribute to this dear, sweet man! He was the absolute best!
Karyn Garand
Karyn Garand ( daughter-in-law) - June 05, 2020 at 11:58 PM

“

I’ll never forget the first time I met him! I was having a terrible day and I got Mr.
Garand in the exam chair and he had me crying I was laughing so hard. I’m definitely
going to miss seeing his big smile in the office. -Allison, Stokes Regional Eye Center

allison - June 02, 2020 at 10:42 PM

“

I know I have already written my comments but I would like add some special people.
John Callahan who brought him coffee and donuts for over two months when Ed was
at Health South and McLeod and continued when he got home and always brought
something for the caretakers. His birthday gifts to Ed were unique, most especially
the wrapping paper.
Also to Owen McNulty who brought communion to Ed at the house until the virus hit.
He was so grateful

Margie Sprenger - June 02, 2020 at 10:19 PM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Edward A. Garand.

June 02, 2020 at 10:10 PM

“

Every time he would come in to the office for his Doctor appt. He always made sure
we knew he was there and made sure we had his last name right. Always joking and
smiling. I will miss that about him.

Michelle - June 02, 2020 at 09:52 PM

“

So sorry to hear about Mr Garand. I’ve seen all the cars while walking through the
neighborhood and had hoped he wasn’t sick. I remember one time when I was at the
house with Janey and he got home from work and he was making the rounds and
kissed me on the head and then realized I wasn’t one of his children.
Will miss
seeing him at Krispy Kreme. Prayers for you all, Mona Pipkin

Mona Pipkin - June 02, 2020 at 09:39 PM

“

He was such an uplifting man and always in very high spirits. I got the wonderful gift
of being able to care for him while he had his appointments at Stokes Eye Center. My
day was complete when I would see his name on my schedule. The laughs, the
smiles, the jokes were my favorite. I will truly miss this man and will forever hold a
place In my heart.

Calissa Ivey - June 02, 2020 at 09:32 PM

“

You came into my life just before my 13th birthday. I will never forget when I was
asked how I should address you and I said "I guess I will call you Mr.Ed" everyone
thought it was so funny (but you just squeezed my shoulder and said could call you
whatever made me comfortable) That night you became Grandpa Ed to me. I love
you and I am happy you get to be with Grandma Dot again.

Cutina Watford - June 02, 2020 at 07:15 PM

“

“

Thank you, Cutina! Grandpa loved you dearly!
The Family - June 02, 2020 at 07:47 PM

Garand Family - it’s been way too long since I’ve seen most of you. I am so sorry to
hear about your loss - my prayers and condolences to the entire Garand family. Ed
was always so welcoming to our family and as I reflect on those times I wish we
could all go back and re-live the times we had. Ed always treated us kids (at that
time) as equals and always made me and Jim Kisla laugh throughout our time in the
neighborhood. I wish you all the best and offer my heartfelt expression of love to you
and your family, and I will miss Ed. He will be sorely missed but always remembered.
I have a feeling he and my Dad are upstairs playing some bumper pool while he calls
my dad 'Roberto' :)

Patrick Collins - June 02, 2020 at 06:20 PM

“

Full Of Love Bouquet was purchased for the family of Edward A. Garand.

June 02, 2020 at 05:47 PM

“

Ed was a true example of what a Christian is. His love for Jesus and his Catholic
faith was an example to everyone.
His sense of humor was wonderful. Sometimes I would worry that he might say
something inappropriate. I kidded that I was going to make a sign and hang it around
my neck that said “he’s just kidding”.
I will miss him terribly but feel sure God has welcomed another angel. I’ve always
thought God has a sense of humor..I sure hope so!
I personally would like to thank Angels on Assignment caretakers Tangie, Ann, Serita
and LaShaun and Cheryl and Leah from Hospice
Also, a big thank you to Father Morey for coming over to the house. Once he
received Last Rites, he seemed so relieved. Every day he would ask about Mass.
I will miss you, my sweetheart

Margie Sprenger - June 02, 2020 at 05:24 PM

“
“

Margie I know you will miss his funny, sweet self! I so enjoyed his humor!
Laura Driggers - June 02, 2020 at 05:52 PM

Ed was such a wonderful person who loved his family and enjoyed life! He enjoyed
traveling and spending time with you, Margaret, and along with the caregivers you
mentioned, I want to add how impressed I was with devotion his children and grandchildren
demonstrated over the last 4+ years. Never have a witnessed such love and caring. I have
no doubt that without them, Ed would have left this earth many years ago. I know we are so
thankful that we had this extended time with him. The angels are surely enjoying his smile
and sense of humor.
A Devoted Friend - June 02, 2020 at 08:03 PM

“

I've only known Ed for about 3 years when I moved from WV. I attended Sunday
Mass at 9 am and afterwards we would go to Krispie Kreme for coffee and donuts.
We enjoyed talking French. I will miss him a lot. Wish I could have visited him while
he was sick, but the corona virus got in our way.
Carol Ann Hobbs

Carol Ann Hobbs - June 02, 2020 at 05:08 PM

“

Ed was always an inspiration to me. I would ride my bike and see him riding his and I
told him I wanted to be like him when I got to be his age. He always had a smile and
a smart answer and he always made me laugh. He will be missed.
Barbara Lessmeister-Lewis.

Barbara Lewis - June 02, 2020 at 04:08 PM

“

I too am a long time member of St. Anthony parish and have known Ed for quite
some time. Ed was a great person to know always kind and an excellent lector. I will
miss him.
Owen McNulty

Owen McNulty - June 02, 2020 at 04:00 PM

“
“

Thank you for bring him communion, Owen. You were such a good friend
Margie Sprenger - June 02, 2020 at 07:54 PM

When I moved in across the street from Ed, I had my father move in with me. He was home
alone while I was at work. Ed would come over to my house just about every day to sit and
talk with my father. I believe they both genuinely enjoyed each other's company, but Ed
went over and beyond to make his days more enjoyable. He had a big heart and a big
sense of humor.
Bill Deakin - June 05, 2020 at 12:18 PM

“

What a gift it was to have known Ed Garand and his family. i will always remember his very
warm smile and that sense of humor mentioned in the above tributes. He was always so
welcoming at the different activities at St. Anthony Catholic Church. I loved seeing his
smiling face at Church. He was a wonderful example for all of us . I am sincerely thinking
about all of you. Mary Bruce Ricks
mary bruce ricks - June 06, 2020 at 01:25 PM

