Dixie Emma Lane
December 5, 1933 - January 30, 2019

Dixie Emma Lane passed away on Wednesday, January 30, 2019, in Florence, South
Carolina. Dixie was born in Pamplico, South Carolina on December 5, 1933 to Earle
Bolton Lane and Eunice Purvis Lane.
Dixie’s dream was to live in a house built on a farm that had been in her family for
generations, to raise her children in the tight knit community into which she herself has
been born, and to embrace life’s beauty through art and adventure. The tall, white house
with columns, secluded in a pine wood and found down a lane shadowed by sentries of
live oak trees, embodied the pastoral life Dixie cherished. As a single mother and with the
support at home of her aunt and namesake Dixie Purvis Hyman, Dixie raised four children
and saw them all complete their college education. She knew the struggle of working fulltime while putting herself through college, holding herself to the highest academic
standards, and eventually completing her Masters degree in education at Francis Marion
College. She taught for decades at Hannah Pamplico Elementary School and was
gratified later in life when she encountered successive generations of her students who
had grown up to have children of their own enrolled in her class. Her thirst for art was
quenched through years of dedication to the Florence Little Theater. She served on its
board of directors and performed leading roles in many productions. Winning multiple
awards for her portrayal of a variety of characters. Her first role was in the 1976
production of The Homecoming in which she played one of the Staples sisters who
brewed a special “Recipe” that provided quite a kick. In retirement, Dixie enjoyed the
travel and adventure she had always sought. She flew in a hot air balloon over the natural
wonders of Kenya, dined in the romantic cafes of Paris, and had a heartfelt reunion on the
island of Barra in the Outer Hebrides where her forebears lived before immigrating to
America in the mid-18th century.
Dixie Emma Lane was a woman committed to family and community. She played bridge
weekly with the same group of friends for over fifty years. She adored her grandchildren
and great-grandchildren. She sang in the choir at Pamplico United Methodist Church. She
endured hardship and adversity with steely resolve. She dearly loved tradition and yet was

accepting of change. The adjective most often used to describe her was “elegant”. Her
elegance extend beyond more superficial mannerisms and spoke to a deep sensitivity and
refinement of spirit that was appreciated by all who knew and loved her.
Dixie is survived by her sister, Patricia Lane Finch; four children from her first marriage,
John Alexander Herrington (Vicky Herrington, spouse), William Lowell Herrington, Jr.,
Questria Herrington Powell (James Powell, spouse), and Mikel Lane Herrington (John
Martin Taylor, spouse); nine grandchildren; six great-grandchildren; a nephew, and a
grandnephew.
Funeral services will be held at 2:00 pm on Friday, February 1, 2019, at Pamplico United
Methodist Church directed by Stoudenmire-Dowling Funeral Home. A private burial will be
held at a later time.
Family will receive friends from 1:00 – 2:00 PM on Friday at the church.
Memorials may be made to Pamplico United Methodist Church, PO Box 277, Pamplico,
SC 29583.
Please sign the tribute wall for the family at www.stoudenmiredowling.com.

Events
FEB
1

Visitation

01:00PM - 02:00PM

Pamplico United Methodist Church
403 East Main Street, Pamplico, SC, US, 29583

FEB
1

Service

02:00PM

Pamplico United Methodist Church
403 East Main Street, Pamplico, SC, US, 29583

Comments

“

Crystal Cross Bouquet was purchased for the family of Dixie Emma Lane.

February 02 at 03:55 PM

“

I remember the much appreciated comment she made to me at visitation after my
husband died. She was a lovely and talented lady.

Barbara Bryan - February 02 at 11:04 AM

“

The first time I met Dixie she was singing at the piano on the Tanzer farm in
Rembert, SC. To this Yankee she epitomized the best of her name. Love to her
family
Anne Olsen

Anne Olsen - February 02 at 07:10 AM

“

The first time I met Dixie I saw elegance and she was open armed and gracious with
the true meaning of a southern lady. She always smiled and made me feel welcomed
and her chocolate cookies always smelled so wonderful! She was a great cook. My
heart goes out to her family at this time. God has taken her home. May she Rest In
Peace.

Priscilla Whittaker - February 01 at 08:01 PM

“

I’m so sorry Mikel. My thoughts are with you and your family.
Linda Cook

Linda Cook - February 01 at 07:26 PM

“

I was not privileged to meet or know Dixie Emma Lane but a dear friend of mine,
John Taylor, married her son, Mikel. When I met Mikel I immediately recognized a
man of honor, compassion and humor. Reading of his Mother I can recognize the
qualities I admire and cherish in Mikel and his partner, John. My deepest sympathy to
her family. How God loves them, to let them know and cherish Dixie.

Maryanne Delaney - February 01 at 12:01 PM

“

I did not know this lady but just saw her obituary online and read it and how she
sounded like a wonderful person, lady, mother, friend, adventurer. I actually read it
twice it was such a nice wonderful tribute. Sorry I never had the opportunity to ever
meet her.
Athena Spears- Hartsville

athena spears - January 31 at 11:24 PM

“

Whoever came up with the term "steel magnolia" must have conceived of it after
meeting Dixie, as no one exemplified that combination of strength and gentility better
than she did. Even though the phrase may have become stale through overuse, the
qualities it captures will never go out of style. At a time when we hunger for the
kindness and civility she always showed, her loss feels even greater. All of us are
better people for having known her, as she provided a model of behavior worth
striving for. Heartfelt condolences to the family for your loss.
Adrianne Massey

Adrianne Massey - January 31 at 01:00 PM

“

Serene Reflections Bouquet was purchased for the family of Dixie Emma Lane.

January 31 at 11:33 AM

“

With sincere condolences to your family, I thank God to have had to privilege to have
been taught by Mrs. Dixie. Such a sweet and loving teacher. God bless you all.

Angela B Crawford - January 31 at 11:29 AM

“

Mikel, your Mother will always be in your heart. She was a wonderful woman and
your spirit and heat mirror her wonder.

Doug Breitling - January 31 at 07:50 AM

“

Mikel..although I never had the honor to meet your mother I believe that I understood
the amazing woman she must have been through my knowing of you. I am sure your
thoughtfulness, calm, curiosity about and passion for life are reflections of her. We
are all most grateful to her for giving us you.

Kate Raftery - January 31 at 07:49 AM

“

I’m honored to have met Dixie and traveled with her in China. The “mom switch” was
a brilliant idea I can’t quite remember if it was mine or Mikel’s. It’s terribly difficult to
lose parents, but having good ones is such a blessing and brings a special grief of its
own. Praying for you all to find your way in the new normal of life without Dixie. Our
Heavenly Father is close at hand to lean on. The good memories will soon
outnumber the waves of grief, those those still come in the loving thoughts and the
“oh how I miss you”s even years later. The hurt is there because death was not
God’s plan A. Loving hugs and comfort to you all. Janet Newman Sclar

Janet. Newman Sclar - January 31 at 01:48 AM

“

Mikel and John, Paula and I are saddened by Dixie's passing. We are thrilled,
however, to read the beautiful obituary that tells of the countless fascinating and
elegant times that she spent enjoying life. She was, and always will be the elegant
and accomplished lady from Pamplico, SC.

Thomas Adams - January 30 at 10:03 PM

